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OUR WORK. 
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H A course of Six Lectures on Elementary Geology (illustrated by visits 
to the Natural History Museum) will be given by Miss E. Whitley, B. Sc. 
The lectures will commence on Tuesday, November 2nd, at 11.30. Fee, 
the course. Particulars as to where the lectures will be held and 
syllabus of course can be had from Miss Blogg, 28, Victoria Street, S. W. 

' It is proposed that this be followed by a course, which will give direct 
hints on how London may be utilized in giving children their early 
ideas on geology. 

Open air classes for children will be arranged during the summer term. 
Particulars as to time, place and fees may be had from the Secretary, 
28, Victoria Street, who will also supply a syllabus of the Lectures. 


BOOKS. 

Eothen, by A. W. Kinglake. We owe Messrs. Blackwood a debt of 
gratitude for this popular edition of F.othen. A book that opens flat, 
presents a pleasing page and a beautiful type and three hundred and 
seventy pages, all for a shilling, seems to come to us somewhat in the 
nature of a gift. In the exceedingly interesting biographical introduction, 
by Mr. Alexander Innes Shand, we are told of a schoolboy who thanked 
a friend for recommending him Eothen and “ please tell me of some more 
books like it.” But he has grown to manhood, and the books like Eothen 
have not yet appeared. Nor are they likely to do so ; probably another 
Eothen will never take the world by surprise. People have been every- 
where, have seen everything. There is no slightest veil of mystery ? 
over any tract of the habitable globe. We know as much about the 
Llama of Thibet as we do. about the Lord Mayor of London How, then 
can it fall to the lot of any traveller, who is a magician, to disclose 
the East to us with all its glamour ? No, the glamour has gone and c 
no more be replaced than you can lay for a second time its bloom upon 
peach. But let the young people read Eothen. Let their first visions of 
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Orient come through the eyes of a man who sees more than the rest of us, 
because he has the vision of a poet as well as the carefully adjusted 
balances of the historian. “ Better than any novel ” is weak praise to give 
to this fascinating book of travel. But everybody knows Eothen. We 
need do no more than introduce this quite satisfying edition. 

Some Observations of a Foster -Parent, by J. C. Tarver (Con- 
stable & Co., 6/-) We are very much obliged to Mr. Tarver for his astute 
and often humourous observations on matters that greatly concern the 
parents of schoolboys. We have heard of Tommy before, but he is much 
to the front in this volume and we learn a great deal about Tommy’s health 
and Tommy’s honesty, Tommy’s mind and Tommy’s manners, Tommy as a 
misunderstood and Tommy as an over-estimated person, and we are 
always glad to hear about Tommy in any capacity, at any rate from 
Mr. Tarver who knows how to take him. Tommy’s lawful parents cannot 
do better than take this excellent foster-parent into their counsels. It is 
well that they should know his opinion as to the relations between the two 
— the lawful parent and the foster-parent. Mr. Tarver’s unction is not 
always flattering, but it is searching and carries conviction when it fails 
to carry comfort. In the rather caustic chapter on The Limited Power of 
Education, we come upon such a convincing sentence as this, “ There is 
as much morality involved in learning to forge a bar as in dividing out to 
ten places of decimals. It is the discipline inseparable from instruction 
which favourably affects the learner from a moral point of view, not the 
thing taught.” This is worth considering for there are still many among 
us who believe that mathematics, classics, science, have, m themselves , 
some occult power to form character and affect morality. 1 he author s 
remarks on what he calls “ sound-blindness, ’ as a cause of defective 
pronunciation, are very suggestive and interesting; and his protest in 
favour of Tommy, as against the tender parent who says, “ make him do 
his sums or what not, is worth notice. “ I have had to do with a great 
many little Tommies besides your little Tommy, and I have discovered 
that Tommy terrified is. as a rule, Tommy confused, and, further, that 
that young gentleman is usually happier in pleasing me and h.s other 
teachers than in setting us at defiance.” Indeed we earnestly commend 
Mr. Tarver’s analysis of stupidity to parents. We have again and again 
found that the hopeless dunce under one teacher or system is successful 
and cheerful under a comprehending rule. We have only space to 
notice one or two further points. The author’s defence of Latin is very 

convincing In the first place he maintains that Latin is bound up 
convincing. n History. In the next he says:— 

with two thousand years of ^ ur0 P e “ J f Eng i ishm an and a 

-My claim for Latin J^it would be^ Impossible to demise for English 
foster-parent, is simp t \ . I will venture upon a startling 
boys a better teaching ^ acquisition of a language is educationally 

^no importance. What is important is tje 

The Preparatory school have vastly improved our 

Q ulte aeddenti ally t P P fetors are able to charge large fees, 

afford to .each .heir papUs in .mil Casaos; heace 



books. 


676 __ __ _ — .... 

hiph they teach get a fair chance. And though the 
the subjects wn c susceptible of improvement, I believe that the best 
curriculum is sti ^ ent done in England is done in some of the 
teaching which schools . I would even go further, and say that it 
private P re P^ ra / that i s done in the world.” Mr. Tarver’s book 
is the best teac ^ who]e as a prot est against faddists and all their 
may be taken rk of a foster-parent is worth the consideration of the 
works. lhis W w h om it is addressed. 

of the Sky, by Professor H. A. Howe (Macmillan & Co., 6/-). 
A btuay ■/ k p ro f ess0 r Howe for his genial and inspiring book. 
We have 0 ^ seems to us the true educational stand-point in all 

He adopts w ^ he puts us j n t b e position of the discoverers,— 
scientific tea< ^ ho ° abset Ve, record what they see, and by degrees evolve 
astronomers^ theories w hich embrace the visible universe. One very 

valuable ^feature of the book is the figures, and clear and simple 
l finnq of the constellations to be seen during the several months 
des( j np ! ear it is well that a child should know that he should look 
f t Ursa a Major in January, and for Hercules in June An intelligent 
□uaintance with the apparatus and methods of the astronomer should 
to the young student’s interest in astronomy, and Mr. Howe tells 
that can be told with masterly clearness, and with capital illustrations. 
The chapters on the several planets are of very great interest, and the 
illustrations accompanying the descriptions of Mars bring us up to 
the latest Martian intelligence. Professor Howe tells this story of the 
heavens as he says, with plainness and simplicity. We close with the 
author’s’ outline of the scope of his book “The historical development 
of the science is sketched. An explanation of the apparent daily motion 
of the heavens is given. The chief constellations are set forth in detail, 
that the learner may have ample guidance in his endeavours to become 
acquainted with them. The reader is introduced to the astronomer, 
inspects an observatory, and becomes acquainted with the most important 
instruments and their uses. Thus he is prepared to listen appreciative y 
to an unvarnished tale, in which are set forth the principal things w nc 
are known or reasonably surmised concerning the worlds around us. 

The Teaching of Morality in the Family and the School , by l - 
Sophie Bryant (Swan, Sonnenschein & Co., 3/-). Many parents wi e 
grateful to Dr. Sophie Bryant for this very thoughtful little book. 
years ago such a book, brought to the level of the unlearned, could iar y 
have been written. Many of us can recollect that in our childhood inora 
distinctions were hard and fast ; conduct was bad or good, right or wrong, 
with little enquiry as to causes and tendencies. The author of this 
recognises that there are things more important than the genera g 
behaviour which used to win golden opinions for the “ good ” ht at the 
and boy. Propriety of behaviour we are told, may be purchase 
loss of personal initiative, the condition, as Dr. Bryant right } 
of that vigour of character without which active virtue is 
We should do well to recollect that virtue, in the original, is the 

is proper to, vir , the qualification of man . Two obstacles y^ e 

child in the development of the virtuous life — indocility, whic 
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a fever that makes itself seen, and obviously demands treatment ” ; and 
defective initiative, “which is much more likely to be neglected. ” Dr. 
Bryant’s counsels under both heads may well be laid to heart by parents. 
We cannot do better than give the three (or four) “ rules of expectation 
for the fulfilment of which the born educator works : — (1) Expect the child 
to idealize conduct, that is, to bring all active impulses under the control 
of ideas — to think about conduct ; (2) expect the child to have his own 
ideas of conduct, and, in the long run, to act from them ; (3) expect the 
child to treat all other people’s ideas with respect, and some with reverence, 
and to be ready to try his own by the touchstone of the common sense 
surrounding him ; (4) expect the child to recognise the existence of a 
moral law limiting the exercise of his activity, and to accept the conditions 
thus imposed with perfect obedience.” Dr. Bryant considers the subject 
further, under the head of “Virtuous Character” and “Social Member- 
ship.” Parents will find this carefully weighed and philosophic treatise 
on the difficult subject of the teaching of morality very suggestive and 
helpful. 

Children' s Ways , by J. Sully (Longmans, 4/6). We cannot do better 
than quote Professor Sully’ s preface, endorsing his hope that the study of 
this quite delightful as well as most interesting volume on children’s ways 
will induce many people to read the larger and even more delightful Studies 
of Childhood. “ The kindly welcome accorded by the press to my volume, 
Studies of Childhood , has suggested to me that there was much in it 
which might be made attractive to a wider class of readers than that 
addressed in a psychological work. 1 have, accordingly, prepared the 
following selections, cutting out abstruse discussions, dropping as far as 
possible technical language, and adapting the style to the requirements o 
the general reader. In order to shorten the work the last two chapters^ 
‘ Extracts from a Father’s Diary,’ and 4 George Sand’s Childhood have 
been omitted. The order of the treatment has been altered somewhat 
and a number of stories has been added. I hope that the result may 
succeed in recommending what has long been to myself 0 ”e o^he most 
delightful of subjects to many who would not be dispose 
and more difficult work, and to draw on a few of these, at least, to a closer 

and more serious inspection of it. 


THE “P.R” LETTER BAG. 

[The EhUor is hot res, on, Me for the ofin.ons of Corresfenhents 

c „ vnur readers may like to know that specimen 
Dear Editor, -Some of y 0 ™.^ E J cene period can be obtained 

collections of fossil Christchurch, Hants, at very moderate 

from Mr. Charles, Hg distinct collections in progressive order 

Lfton'dffff in -hi. neighbourhood, and pachs .hen, mo,. 

carefully for transmission by post ' Yours fa i t hf u lly, EMILY Ricketts. 


VOL. VIIT.— NO. 10. 


D 3 


